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NATIONAL HIGHWAY, FLOODING 
Grievance 

MRS MARTIN (Kimberley) [9.55 am]:  My grievance is to the Minister for Planning and Infrastructure and 
relates to the appalling state of the national highway in Western Australia, and more specifically to the 
Kimberley.  We are on the cusp of another wet season.  Every wet season there are nothing but difficulties with 
travel from town to town, and even leaving the State.  One of the major problems is the bridges.  Three major 
river crossings need urgent attention.  One of them is over the Little Panton River, which is west of Halls Creek, 
and another is over the Ord River.  Other river crossings are not meeting the need because they are inaccessible 
during floods.  Another, of course, is Willare, which is a major bridge. 

I have spoken to some of my Labor Party colleagues, Paul Browning being one.  He recently spent a lot of time 
in the Kimberley.  Concerns were expressed to him as well as me.  The concerns are ongoing and we need to 
consider them because of the access and isolation that results from roads becoming flooded.  Communities are 
isolated for up to eight weeks every year.  They cannot trade and their commerce is stifled because they cannot 
travel. 

We must get on the agenda the inconvenience of road closures and delays due to flooding.  The Northern 
Territory is obviously not within the State’s boundaries, but people get stuck at the Victoria River crossing.  
People also get stuck between towns.  The flooding is not only inconvenient, but also sometimes dangerous. 

The problem is urgent and we need to act now because the wet season has begun to build up.  Within four weeks 
the area will be affected by the monsoon season.  It is important that this grievance is taken seriously and that 
some of these problems be remedied.  Even if it means long-term planning, something must happen. 

MS MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.59 am]:  I thank the member for 
Kimberley for again raising this issue with me.  She, together with Hon Tom Stephens and Paul Browning, have 
spoken to me on many occasions over the past couple of years about the state of the roads in the Kimberley.  On 
my trips to the Kimberley I have seen the state of the roads.  Of particular concern is the state of the national 
highway.  Members would be aware, as you would, Mr Speaker, as a country member, that the federal 
Government is responsible for the national highway.  We have very real problems in getting the federal 
Government to attend to the roads in the Kimberley. 

I was a bit puzzled a couple of years ago when the federal member for Kalgoorlie, Mr Haase, was reported in the 
newspapers as saying that $60 million had been allocated by the federal Government to fix up bridges 
particularly in the Kimberley.  During the estimates debates when we were in opposition, we puzzled about 
where the money was.  There had been press releases and triumphant articles in the Boab Babbler.  During the 
budget estimates that followed, the then Commissioner of Main Roads explained the situation.  The federal 
Government had approved this road in principle.  Expenditure of $60 million was required for the road, but the 
federal Government had not actually provided it.  These roads have continued to languish.  The records show 
that the Great Northern Highway is impassable due to flooding on average seven to 12 days a year.  Last year the 
highway was closed for 28 days and was closed for a further 17 days earlier this year.  That is a major problem.  
We need urgent assistance from the federal Government to address this problem.   

The State Government has developed a forward work strategy, which was submitted to the Commonwealth last 
year.  That requested $53 million for capital works on the national highway in the Kimberley over a five-year 
period.  Unfortunately, only $14 million has been committed.  However, I can give the member for Kimberley 
one piece of positive information.  I have managed to persuade the commonwealth Department of Transport and 
Regional Services to allow me to take $2.186 million from other highway projects and redirect them to the 
Kimberley for work on the Great Northern Highway north of Halls Creek.  Obviously, because of the wet 
season, we will not be able to put this in place until April or May.  However, we have managed to get that 
prioritised.  I had prepared an extensive submission to the federal Minister for Transport and Regional Services, 
including some graphic pictures of the state of the national highway in the Kimberley.  That supported our claim 
for the shortfall that we need to bring the highway up to a basic standard - not world’s best practice - so that our 
national highway is passable for most of the year.  It is extraordinary that our national highway - the one road 
that goes around the entire country - is impassable for in excess of a month a year.  That is entirely unacceptable.   

Mr Kucera:  No wonder the Northern Territory voted Labor.   

Ms MacTIERNAN:  People are beginning to see the light.   

The State Government is doing a number of things.  Western Australia has a vast unmet need for work on the 
national highway.  The State Government recognises that this is a priority area.  It has managed to persuade the 
federal Government that, in the short term, we need to take the money out of some of the other highway works 
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and put it into the Kimberley.  A lot of money has been spent on projects like the Tammin bypass, which seemed 
to get a lot of priority, but not on roads in the Kimberley.   

The State Government has prepared detailed submissions at an officer and a ministerial level.  I made a clear 
decision on applications for national road funding.  We have two priorities.  The first priority is the national 
highway in the Kimberley.  The second priority, over a longer period, will be the Peel deviation.  We will not 
continue the practice that went on in the past of sending the federal Government a veritable shopping list of 
roads, which allowed some of the most important roads to be overlooked, while roads that arguably had more 
political sensitivity for the federal Government received funding.  The State Government’s focus will be clear: 
Kimberley roads and the Peel deviation will be the basis of our thrust forward to the federal Government for 
federal funding.  The member for Kimberley should keep up her fight for a just allocation of funds for the 
Kimberley, and we will assist her in it.   

The SPEAKER:  Grievances noted. 
 


